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To: Mr Philip Byrne 

S Murray & Co 

Holborn House 

Old Woking 

Surrey.  GU22 9LB 

  

Re:  Donation of Pallets to Mane Chance Sanctuary @ Compton 

 

 

Dearest Phil 

 

Mane Chance Sanctuary was founded in September 2011 as a result of a previous rescue 

centre going bankrupt.  Actress - Jenny Seagrove received the distressing phone call saying 

“we are about to be evicted and our 40+ animals have not eaten for days – can you please 

help” and so she did.  Jenny, together with other Trustees, formed Mane Chance Sanctuary 

charity and arranged for the animals to be relocated to Monkshatch Garden Farm, near 

Watts Gallery, in Compton (just the other side of Guildford) – 37 acres of private land which 

the Trustees then needed to raise a huge sum of money to buy.  At this point, MCS then had 

little more then than a new home and needed fencing, stables, field shelters, a tractor, 

equipment – the list goes on – together with staff and volunteers to run the site and care for 

the animals. 

 

Twenty-two months further on, MCS has managed to re-home some of the horses and all of 

the other farm animals to reduce the workload and site management costs to a practical 

level.  We currently have 24 horses – from Shetland to Shire, as well as two rapidly growing foals 

and a new colt.  The Trustees have bought the Farm, electric fencing forms the field tracks, 

infrastructure provides power and water and a new stable yard is beginning to take shape -  

with your help  - and generosity of other supporters.  But we are far from complete. 

 

 

         
 

 

We write to thank you personally, and also to thank Kevin Rose and Murrays for supplying and 

delivering all of the wonderful pallets down to us in Compton over the last year.   

 

We have utilised them to form floors within our older sheds to keep feed and materials off the 

ground and dry, as low guarding to a sloping field when a mare was foaling and in various 

other areas for storage and guarding. 
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Most recently the wonderfully constructed newer pallets provided have been suitable for us to 

‘recycle’ into a 'picket-type’ fence.  This has allowed us to provide a low fence set back from 

the edge of our orchard and the drop down to the main yard level, in order to keep children 

and visitors safe and secure. Below is the 'pallet's journey' to give us our Orchard Fence. 

 

      

 

       

 

 

With regard to children and visitors, during 2012 and 2013, a great deal of work has been done 

to start to introduce school children, terminally ill and disabled children and their families to 

the Sanctuary and our ‘better behaved’ horses – MCS have teamed up with St Christopher’s 

Hospice and Disability Challengers, both based in Guildford. 

 

We want to continue to develop these, and similar contacts with challenged and under-

privileged children, moving forward to promote, compassion, understanding and kindness to 

animals.  MCS hopes to provide a sanctuary not just for the animals but a calm and relaxing 

day out for the children and respite for the carers.  The small selection of photos on this letter 

we hope helps to illustrate these activities. 
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However, our work on the site has just begun and we still need to improve our facilities so that 

we can better cater for our visitors and our staff.  Our latest projects include the construction 

of a new disabled ramp between the yard and orchard levels, a new hay barn (as winter and 

feeding time rapidly approaches) and refurbishment of our old, and battered, gazebo. 

 

As you are aware times are hard for all charities and, with animals particularly, there are often 

more important things to spend any money and donations on.  It is therefore a great benefit 

to have the support of local businesses, such as yourselves, to assist in the donation of 

materials for our building projects. 

 

Our next Open Day is on Sunday 25th August at 12 noon and we would be honoured if you 

and your family would be able to join us to see your 'pallets' in situ. 

 
Just let Fiona know (Tel: 07512 363400) and we can add you to the VIP list. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
DAWN HUTCHINGS-DECKER 

On behalf of JENNY SEAGROVE and MANE CHANCE SANCTUARY 

       


